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SECURITY INFORMATION 



m January i U. S. Department of State# Room 3203# 1QJ0 to 
Present were the same 3 party representative* , 
Mr, Edwin Wright of the Department of State# 
and W, 0 , Hogue, The latter wan compelled to 
leave the meeting at 111*5 to keep another 
appointment, 

lli January t Shoreham Hotel# 1500 to 1720, Present were the 
three Taehnak representative* and W. 0. Hogue* 



15 January i Shoreham Hotel# 1300 to 1520, Luncheon given 
by General Dro* Three Taehnak representative* 
were present »md Ur, Kemit Roosevelt# !C_ 

C. JC 3 C 

as 1C and 1* 0* Hogue* " J 



Hotel 



~\wao known throughout the dieeuseions 

J* 



3* General Dro aid his party scheduled their departure from 
Washington for 17 January, It is known that the three met socially 
on 9 January and lii January with Colonel DEAN (Am) of the Department 
of Defense Thin had been anticipated and Colonel Dean had been briefed 
by lC__ O* k meeting was also scheduled (a second) with 

Mr, Edwin Wright of the Department of State* Mr, Wright had been briefed 
by Mr, Remit Roosevelt* 



H 

1, Oeneral Dro opened the conversations by stating that the 
Taehnak Party# at the meeting In Cairo# Egypt# of its executive organi- 
sation in October 1951# decided that its policy should be collaboration 
with one of the major Westers Powers — preferably the United States* 

If this offer of collaboration was accepted# the British and French 
must be informed* He admitted that for the past several years the 
Taehnak Party had not been united on this question and that it had bean 
in contact with the British and French governments as well as that of 
ths United States* Be also admitted that there had been some penetration 
of the Party on lower levels by the Communist# but that this had been 
eliminated and the whole structure of the Party tightened and strengthened* 



2* Oeneral Dro provided the following information about certain 
prominent Tashnaks who seemed to have disappeared from the Party (giving 
the Impression in Washington that perhaps a split existed in ths Party) * 
The Oeneral said that no split existed* 
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Vahan PAPAZIAN — This man is a loyal Taehnak at present 

living in Beirut. He is a oloae associate 
of General Dro sad ess present at the 
Cairo conference in October 1951. 

Ruben Pasha Der MINASSIAN — Deceased. Died in 1951. 

Levon Pasha SHAQOTAN — An motive Party member who was present 

in Cairo for the conference of the Executive 
Committee. 

Dr. Tarrant KHATANASSIAN — An active Party mender who also 

attended the Cairo conference. 

Ardashes APEOEAN — A loyal Party member but inactive. Be le 

an intellectual uho resides in Munich , 
Germany. 

There is no split in the Taehnak Party according to General Dro add hie 
two American associates. 

3. The attitude of General Dro at the start of the talks nay be 
summarised asi "Our Party has decided to cooperate with you. Mow* 
what do you want us to do?" (~_ 3 it dear that our i»> 

mediate objective was the obtaining of secret information about the 
Communist Party, the Soviet Onion, and the Satellite nations. If the 
Taehnak Party could assist us in this task, we would be interested in 
working cloeely with it, 

U. As talks progressed it bbceae clear that the Tashnak Party 
wished to get from the United States in the immediate future t 

a. 250 firearms of assorted types for use in the Middle East 
in the containment of the Communists. 

b« U. S. military assistance in the form of qualified trainers 
for training a para-military organisation of 2000 young Party 
members. 



o. Newsprint for hard-pressed Party-sponsored newspapers in 
the Middle East. 

4. A United States promise to assist in the movement from Iran 
of 300 prominent Party members in the event of a Soviet lnvaaion. 

e. A United States blessing or U. S. encouragement to cooperate 
or affiliate with anti-Soviet minority groups comprised of people 
mainly from the Caucasus area. 
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5>, General Dro agreed to give full assistance to our chief im- 
mediate objective — covert intelligence* Re declared himself committed 
in cross border operations to the principle of sxfiltrating people from 
the Iron Curtain as a basic step in preparing people to infiltrate* 

This met full agreement* 



6, General Dro was asked if the Tashnak Party could* 



a* Provide five qualified members of the Party to be brought 
to the USA for comprehensive training as intelligence officers* 
These men, when trained, would serve as the core of a joint U* S*- 
Taehnak intelligence operation. They would also be used as trainers 
to develop other qualified Tashnaks in the field* 

b* Provide up to 20 qualified Party members to be trained 
for sabotage and related activities* 

e* Expand etaybehind W/T training with U.S* assistance* 

d. Penetrate the Cowainiet Parties of the Middle Saet and 
provide the U*S. with any secret information gained* 



e* Continue the present joint operation in Iran. 

f, Select and assign a full time, secure, French or English 
speaking Tashnak Party offiosr to work with an American official 
an signed to foster and facilitate Joint Party-U.S» operations* 

Th* General stated that the Party could and mould do these things* With 
respect to Point e* it wee learned from the Oeneral that the leaders of 
the Tashnak Party ere greatly displeased with the state of the Teheran 
branch* This, according to Dro, will be remedied in the very near 
future following the return to that oity of TIGRIS (Colonel Bagdassarian) * 



7 * The Tashnak Party, through Oeneral Dro, offered to collaborate 
with the U.S* In eroes-botdber operations from Oreeoe. This wee tabled 
for future examination* Collaboration on operations Involving four 
tribes of Iran, not including the Kurds, was also offered* This also 
was tabled for future consideration* 

8* It wee made clear to the Tashnak Party representatives that 
as little had been accomplished in previous association, but that the 
U.S. was ready and willing to collaborate toward a limited objective* 
"The proof would be in the doing"* The first step was the selection 
of the fire trainees* Dro promised that these people would be selected 
and their personal history records ready for examination by mid-March. 

>-CU ^explained to the Party representatives that 

It was not practical to provide sabotage and military training as 
separate functions* He told Dro that the men provided for sabotage 
training, 20 was the number moat frequently mentioned, would be given 




basic military training along with the other so that they could assist 
In the organisation of the 2000 room? Tashnaka into a para-military 
body. General Dro arranged with\” J3 pul * Tashnak 

party member who has had considerable military background in touoh 
with the Major for possible training here in the U*5# 

10* Oeneral Dro dwelt at considerable length on the subject of 
flnanoee in the U»S.-Teshnak Party relationship* Be explained that 
the Party expected to pay the salaries of all Party officials who took 
part in joint operations* The Party, however, was not financially ads 
to provide itself with technical equipment, anas, etc* that might be 
required* Also, it would expect that travel funds for Party me mbe r s 
brought to the United States for training would be provided by the U*s* 
as well as sufficient funds to compensate such trainees for such salaries 
as they might be earning while they are in training or working on Joint 
projects* The General explained that such salaries would be low as 
many of his people hardly earned $75 U*3* a month* Tbs General was 
informed that it was not intended that a financial burden should be 
placed on the Party in the prosecution of joint operations* 

11* With respect to the requests made by the feshaak Party repre- 
sentatives (ms para It) the following positions wore taken by the U*S. 
and explained in details 

a* Every effort would be made to provide the Party with 2$0 
assorted firearms and ammunition in wall quantities* An attempt 
would be made to deliver these to the Middle Bast so that approxi- 
mately 70 reached Iran, 70 to Syria and the balance of 110 to 
Lebanon* Those shipped to Lebanon would inelude a few touting 
rifles if possible* 

b* The Tashnek Party as doers selected for sabotage training 
would be given basic military training so that they could assist 
in organising and training 2000 young Taatoaxe along the lines 
desired by the Party* 

e* So assistance would be given in the procurement of news- 
print until a detailed study is mads of the effectiveness of the 
Tashnak prase in the Middle Bast* 

d* Upon delivery of the names and addrsssss of the 300 
prominent fashnaks In Iran whom it 1s desired to move in time of 
war, the U*S* will consider the inclusion of them in an over-all 
list of anti-communists in Iren who will be evacuated if possible 
by U.8* facilities* 



e« The association or aifiliatlon of the Tashnak Party with 
other anti-Soviet groups is a Party matter which the U.S, has no 
desire at this time to influence one way or another* 




Another Tashnak Party reqiast vu that the U*S* inform the British 
that it mas collaborating solely with the United States and therefore 
could not consider operational activities with the British, General 
Dro mas told by Mr, Roosevelt that action would be taken on this 
subject. However, vis-a-vis the French, General Dro mas informed that 
the Party would have to chart ite own course of action, 

A minor request was the procurement of a small number of standard 
cameras for use by selected Party members in photographing strategic 
areas of Syria and Lebanon and Iren Curtain installations and personnel. 
As such equipment can be bought normally in Beirut, General Dro was 
informed that it might be possible to allocate a sum sufficient to buy 
s doten cameras, the money would be given to him mid he would arrange 
the manner of handling the purchases, 

(Hotel C=_ , feel a that after the Taahnak Party 

has shown its willingness to cooperate by providing the initial five 
Party meabers for training, 1800 might be made available to General Dro 
for the purchase of a doten medium cost cameras,) 

19, General Dro and his companions mere impressed by the fast that 

( Jwaa ready to p roc ee d to the Middle East in the near 

future as the U,S* official who mould actually direct joint operations 
in Lebanon and Syria, C known to them for the time being as 

C. . ~y They were informed that his cover met be protected by those 
mentors of the Party who mould knew of his U.S* government connection, 

13* The dleousslon of political affairs concerning the Tashnak 
Party mas held at the Department of State with Ur, Edwin M, Wright, an 
old acquaintance of General Dro* This consisted of an exchange of 
opinions between the two man* The General mat disappointed that hfc 
could get no official statement of U«S« Government interest in the 
re-constitution of an independent Armenian homeland after the fall of 
the Soviet Union, He mas pleased, however, to be reassured that the 
U*3. Government oontinued to favor a policy of self-determination on 
the pert of minority group# * 



General Dro provided the following two names as leaders of the Tashnak 
Party in Greece* 



Mr, A, FiftAOHJJIAH 
Journal *** a *** 

Hue Xlkis, io« L8 
Athens, Qreece 



Dr* A* APRAH4UAM 

Avenue Vassllusisolga, No* 102 

Salonika, Greece 




POLITICAL QJJB8TIQB8 OP MUTUAL IIJTSBEST 




1* The partioi potion of tho Taohnmg Party in the struggle againet 
the Crwmloto. 

2* Tho cooperation of the Taehnag Party with other antlnonw inlet 
grouping* whenever deoirod by the ¥#8* 

(Boro Moot bo eeneidefwd tho cooperation with tho other OouoooUb 
people#*} 

8* The opinion of General Ore <m the preeent, and if peeoiblo on the 
future* method# of aetlem of the Soviet# and Per— iwiito in the 
KUKL# feet* 

4* The Armenian intereete In prooeat Armenia and bordering eoeopled 
Armenian Undo* whieh are te be ownorod to tho Armenian Motional 
Motherland* The general moot be ready to dieonoo frontier#* 

8* WtHIngneoo or unwHlingneoe of tho Armenian* to cooperate with 
Turkey in oaee the loriet fere eo attaok Turkey* It 1« e xpe cted 
from the General te giro wit only the point of rue of the 
Taahnago but aloe of the other AmaMfene* 

8* Ate protection of the Araoniami to the Soviet Armenia than the 
Allied fareeo attaok the Soviet Union, hawing ae wan guard the 
Turkioh any* 

7* The protection of the anti eamnunlot Armenian* in Iran in enee 
the Soviet armlee enter Iran* 




POUTXCAL QUESTION? Of MUTUAL INTEREST 



1* Our participation oan bo wunttriiod In tho following point* j 
wo non help 

a) In too anti-ooraamist propaganda through our oxtonaiwo prwaft* 

b) By loading to* Araanlan pooplo along too anti-oosnamiftt lino* 

•) Oft to* Kurdish front* 

d; Is toft organisation of too Trans-Cnuoasian people* * la the 
anii-4 ft fi ot Afoot* 

•) la too organisation o t too pooplo* of Xutslan origin* la 
toft utoMflit if oat* 

f) la to* Arab world* •• «a aetiww aatl-ftoaudst forot* 

l« Tho Ihftfcaag hurty baa dooidod to ooeporato wltk thorn* da 
ooadltooa toot* ta tola ooanofttioa to* Indopondano# of A m oa la wot 
not bo danlftd* 

Ooaftoralng our oooporfttioa wlto to* Caucasian peoples* this booooM* 
roftl and glow good results If) 

a) Bftto on* of toft O ftUft ftftlfta p«oplfto organise# ft Xatioaal Oftandttfto* 
whftrft all tto ftatl >*— unlit pftrtlftft are represented. 

b) Out of thftftft lational Oowaltteea, «a to* baa la of equality saurt 

b« organised to* FftUtloftl Central Cased Lttoft of th» U Tant - fl a w aalaa 
peo pl e s * this Oowtral Cewsdttss must bo too oaly organisation 
which !• to Usd too oatl fttow mist struggle of all too fraaa* 
toadftfttoa peoples. 

o) fbo Ooatral Oftwa&ttooo dooo not foroast too oaturo of the otato 
gmiaaid of eash nation* Tbl* ahould bo loft to tho will of 
aafth flo od nation* aftor tho war* Howorar* tho indopondoaoo 
and oerwrwignity of too Csuoaaians oust bo recognised by tho 
Control Qo— ittoo on too prlneiplo that Canoaala 1* to too 
fliimhiiii 

d) fbo Oontral 0— sdttoo must not haws tho right to Mil* toft 

debatable questions w h lo h nigh* exist bo two a n to* Trana -Caucasian 
pooplo* • fbftfto questions aaftt bo sftltftd out aftor tho war* by 
arbitration and paaooful moan*. 

do fbo naturo and oourso of tho toning war U an important faotor whioh 
will dftftldft to* mtoftdft ftf afttion of too florist* in too Middle last. 

la all oiraun atan aa** to* Sorlat*, always and ow wr ywhoro will try 
to oraato ftlrll wart* and to rtato tola and thay art going to nabs Mod 
waft of internal fifth toluene. la awory oountry thay will try to utilise 
alftiioal and athnloal elegants, tha organisation of tho Beslan Brothara* 
aa wall aft studant** workmen* and peasants. 

4* Tha Armenian lntaraata ara susnarlsad in tha alagani 
"A Fm. Independent* and Unified Armenia** 

By fnifiod Armani a # an a baalft* wa understand to haw* a 
aufflolaatly largo tarrltory of Fathariand to hold all tha diaparaod 
Armenians and to faoo thoir eoononleal noods* 




6* Tfti answer bo this question with the understanding that tho BoriotB 
attack Turkey alone* 

a) If &a tho oourss of suoh an attaok tho population of Soviet Armenia 
rwndltt against tho Soviet regime, this oooporatlo n will bo oroatod 
by iteel f* as it oeourred during the devolution of February 1021* 

b) If no revolution tokos plane la Armenia* the Ttshaag Forty will 
regain friendly natural towards Turkey* 

e) Wo proeune that the other Armenian Parties are going to adopt the 

eaue neutrality* ertept tho Armenian eowaiaiets* who if la poealbility* 
are going to help the Soviets* 



a) In the arwlee entering the Soviet Armenia must bo inolu ds d a 

vmngnard troo p of tho Allied f o r ee s* Thie will give eon fi i tm ee 
to the native Armenians end will their reeletanee* 

b) The oooupied territorioe* ae long as the oac up a t ion lasts* must 
bi put rotor tht aAdatatratiea of the Alllee* 

7* Xt la possible that la tbs event ef a war* Ms rth a e n Iran ay 
ImidlHtotily 1 b# oowplidj mil unttl^omwil itii| Mprotwl |y tht 
mar b# MiiiMMil of oxtimlMtiotta Hi biM bp* ai fkr u wtaaivtu. 
foreeaat ae me now the please share these p e ople war be wthared at 
ease* la thee of eaeh danger* sad Hem the mes nay be transferred by 
your moans end aid* for their eventual utilisation* 




